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To any person who will send us
& club of ten new subscerilbers to
THE TEHIBUNE we will present
a new Waterbury watceh, inclosed
in a bhandsome satin-lined case,
and warranted to keep accurate
time. Here is an unlimited oppor-
tunity for Christmas presents.
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To what bettesr nse can vou put a dollar
3 !

than to peyiog the subscription of some |

peedy comrude who 35 100 poor o sabeczibe
for ToE TrinisE himscli?

have d.i:;,:nchui your Thapks-
giving Day dinner, take & turn among your
meighbers aud see what you can do towards
ralsing 8 clob of TRIEUYE subscribers.

Waex }'o_u

Ix apother column of T TRIBUNE. this

week, we print & charming Thtakugiringi
slory from the pen of Mrs Kste Browulee |

Bherwood. Vice President of the Woman's
NKationa] Lelief Corps.

THE number of pension certificates issued
and sigued during the week cnding Novem-
ber I7th, was as follows: Original 29%: in-
crease, 406,
duplicate, 15; arrears, 0; accrued pensions,
26; pensions wmder act of March 3, 1873
318 ; total. 1021,

WE regret 10 learn that the negoiiations
which bave bwesn poing on for the past few
weeks with aview to effccting & unios of
the rival brenches of the Soms of Veterans
bave failed to accomplisk their object. We
have hopes, however, that a basis of con-
solidation will yet be agreed upon.

B¥aDn the ioteresting aecount published
in our depacivent of “Loyal Woman's
Waork,” this week, of the anniversary of
George De Long Post, of Honolnlu, Sand-
wich Igands. Even in thet fur-off land the
eamup-fires of the Grand Army bum
brightly.

PosTMasTER - GENERAL GREsHAM has
fssued the following order:

I appearing thal cortuls persons have been prac-
tiging sysicmmatic fands on ex-Usion soldier and
thisly widows snd orphens or other beirs, by mak-
tug false 1 opresentations coneerning pension claimns,
mnd extorting egnl fees for services pretended o
lamve been or promised to be rendered, and this
Departmoent haviag resson to believe that some

postimnstors huve boen siding these fraudulent
cdasdans mgrasts by furmishing them with list of naunes

d-ﬂuiwmdh:anddhmnppondloheen-l

titled 10 prmicns, and also by distributing their

unaddressod ciroulnrs ameng t(hat class: There-

Jors, postmantors are forbiddes, hareafler, to furnish

sush list or Lo dimribute any circulmrs eof the

kind indicated, uniess they are addressed fo some
tudividual, snd are propaid as required by Tsw,
W.Q Guesmax,

Postunaster-General,

B far as this order tends to checkmate

it is worthy of all pruise, but it does

ter-General that, in forbidding postmasters
to furnish the names of soldiers to any ap-
plicant iherefor, he is entting off our veter-
ans from one of their chief sources of aid
in obtaining the evidence necessary to the
establishment of their pension claims. The

curs- |

allowed

OERCE IS SDUCITED |

THE ESGOR » ALWAYS RECDVE |

WiiTE O ORE SivE OF THE FAFES |

| of dependence upon the favor of

| Almighty.

| foregoing ruling makes no discrimination
whatever between persons who apply to
postmasters for information to be used for

legitimate objects and those who seek it the |

4 . !
| more effectually to earry cut their swindles, |

and it, therefore, suljects the former to un-

necessary hardship. There is no feason in

the world why a pesimaster should not be

to comply with the request of an

i

ex-soldier to furmich him or his attorney

the List of of

with & vi

NAIIEs his comrades,

ew to ascerfgining the ad-

| dress of an essential witness in a pension

incapable of being sustained by credible
evidence. So lately as November 9, even,
Secretary Teller wrote the Attorney-Gen-
eral that “a careful evamination of the pen-
sions allowed herefofore Rhas failed to show any
considerable number of fraudulent pensions,
and I am of the opinion that not one-half of
one per cend. allowed were wrongfully allowed.”
In the face of a declaration like this, coming
from an official who, of all men, is in a posi-
tion to kuow the exact character of the
pension list, how can any newspaper that
respects the truth indalge in wholesale
charges of fraud against our pensioners? The
very fact that it does so is suflicient reason,

b e ) ey
| in our judgment, for prenouncing it untrust-

worthy and unscrupulous and unworthy

| alike of public credence and public patron-

| 1 e - . - N |
case, yet, the cflect of this new order is to

deprive the postmaster of the power to do

BO.

master-General shonid at

| order and modify it =0 as to meet the objec-

ticns to it which we have pointed ont.

Ths
That Thanksgiving Day is now 2 national

inksgiving Days, Past and Present.

institution, instead of merely a festival pe-

cular to N

"i | canse, and it is worthy of remembrance that

| cial proclamation, recommended its general
| observance.
any particular form of worship, and attached
| to no particalar creed, was, nevertheless, a
| Gevout believer in {he existence of an over-
ruling Providence, and even before his first
| inanguration—at the time, in fact, when he
bade farewell to his Springfield friends, pre-
paratory to making that memorable journey

ew England, as it used to be, is |

Lineoln, albeit no stickler for |

Tt seems to us, therefore, that the Post- |

once reeall his |

| due 1o the war rather than to any other |

age, A pewspaper which resorts to such
malicions representations as the Kansas
City Times is not fit to enter the house of
any respectable citizen—much less the home

of any ex-soldier.

The Farragut Prize Money.

The magnificent vaval operations on the
lower Missigsippi, under Farragnt, which
extended from April 18 to April 25, 1862,
in the fall of New
Orleanz and the permanent occupation of
that city, as well as a large portion of the
territory of Louisiana, by the armies of

and which resulted

| =5 - : :
| it was the beloved Lincoln who first, by offi- | the Union during the remainder of the

| war, resulted also in the capture, by our

to the capital in the first troubled days of | h :
| and stores, $966,120 ; bounty for destruction

1861—he declared that, like Washington, he

| placed his reliance upon the Divine aid. It |

| was in accordance, indeed, with this sense
Providence, | Government, however, resisted the payment

i when the war burst npon the country in all

ii!.ﬁ fury and alternately viclory or defeat
]| befell our armies, that he wasStrongly im-

1
1

naval forces, numbering some forty ships
of varying size and armament, of thirty-four
vessels, including five vessels of war, and
some 16,000 tons of coal, aggregating in value
$906.120. These vessels and stores, under
the laws of the United States, became at
ouce prizes of war, and their capture enti-
tled those participating, in that event, to
prize money, as follows: Value of vessels

of wvessels, §268.600; salvege due and
awarded, 46000—iotal, $1,280520. The

of this claim, and the claimants were com-
pelled to sue for it in the courts. The case
was bronght up in the courts of this Distriet,

| pelled to seek, through the mediation of | 2fter the war, ahd was referred to a board of

| public thanksgiving and public fasting and

r
|

arbiters, consisting of Henry W. Paine, of

prayer, the support and protection of the | Boston; Thomas J. Durant, of Washington,

There never was, perhaps, &
| Nation so deeply imbued with religious
| feeling as our own from the outbreak of the

| rebellion until its elose, and it responded to
| the frequent appeals of Mr. Lineoln to seek |
| the Divine intercession with a fervor and |

| alacrity that it is not difiienlt tocom!)re—
| hend. Jost as the public mind, cast down
. | by the news of fresh reverses to our arms,
l welcomed as a grateful relief from the.sus-
| pense and anxiety of the hour the Presi-
| dent’s call to fusting and prayer, so, when
ithe star of the Union cauase shone in the
|
|
‘
|

ascendant again, and the God of baitles
seemed once more to have lified up His
strong right arm in our defense, it respond-
ed with eagerpess and keenm enthusinsm {o
his preclamstion of a national Thankegiving
Dav.
of this season of festivity created upon the
Nation has never been effaced. The New
Eungland cnstom, snggestive chicfly of home-

NASHVILILE — |

Minty s firipande—Uhdekamenern—Sendman ut |

Mustered |
AT Mass, Vors.— |

ve-issue, 43; restoration, 24; |

comings and festal reunions of families that
time and circomstance had enticed from the
| old homestead, took on a new meaning and
thanksgiving for the safety of the Xepublic
and the ypeneral weifare became the ruling
parpose of the observance.

Blessed were those Thanksgiving days of
| twenly vesrs ago when from every heart
 went up s prayer for the preservation of the
! Union, and gratitude to the soldier was the
| theme alike of pulpit invoeation and house-
hold conversation !

The tinies bave changed since then. Itis

! for bountiful crops, thriviog industries, and I
| consisting of Sepators Newton Booth, of

| spreading commerce chiefly that the preacher
| now ofiers thanks, and, assembled about the
| bospitable board, the public no longer takes
+ thought of the men by whose sacrifices the
| peace and prosperity of the country were
1 assured. O, ungrateful Nation, pause for a
| moment in the midst of your festivities, and
What has been the fate
of those 0 whom you pledged eternal grati-
tude and remembrance?

look around you!

| . . b
| ghure in the feasting?

How mary, ¢runshed
with poverty and disease, are awaiting with
hungry eyes the fulfilment of the Nation's
Yet, oh! if there be a day in all
the year which, more than any ether. should

promises?

bring to these veterzns surcease of sorrow

| and suffering, it gurely is this which had its | )
| Bupreme Court of this District. Had there

‘ origin in the extollation of their valor and
the unselfishness of their services.

The coming Thanksgiving Day will be

i but & cold and hollow sham if it does not

| inspice in the hearts of the celebrauts a fresh

eoncern for the welfare of our veterans and

a devout desire to lift and lighten the bur-

i dens of their declining years.

l gy

i Draw the Line!

Our ex-soldiers should not fail to draw
it‘he line helween newspapers which treat
| themn with justice and thoughtful considera-
| tion and these which eonstantly slander and
tii]—m:c them. Here, for instance, is the
' Kansas City (Mo.) Fimes, which professes to
{ be a reputable and reliable journal, yet,
*hnviug published the list of pensioners
| residing in Juckson county, is so reckless
| as to declare, in advance of the diseor-
ery of a single case of fraud, t{hat
“our pension system is falling to pieces
of its own rottenness!” In support of this
bold and brial assertion what ‘evidence
does the Tlmes offer? Not a scintilla! No
more than any otber of the mewspapers
which have made a great parade of printing
the pension list and boasted of the monstrous
frauds which its publication was certain to
uncover, only {0 find, to their amazement,
that no disclosure of frand, whatever fol-

lowed, is the Kansns City Times ahle to offer

The impression which the recurrence |

How many, this |

dny, neglected and uncared for, are denied 5 | he introduced at the next Congress, and we

I

|
|

!

!and G. V. Fox, Assistant Secretary of the

Navy, who reported as follows:

First.—That the eapture was not a conjoint op-
eration of the army and navy of the Uniled States,

Second. —That forty vessels whose names are
given participated in the eapture.

Third,—That twenty -nine vessels were captured,
end five veasels of war in process of construction
and 16,000 tons of coal.

Fourth.—That the value of ench of these vesscls

separalely, of the coal and unfinished vessels, ag- |

Eate 9905 120,
Fifth.—Tlat all this property was lawful prize of

! war and lawlully subjected (o condemnation as

guch.

Sixth.—Thst in the engagement which resulted
in the capture of these ships the entire force of
the enemy was superior (o the foree of the United
Siates ships engaged ; we therefore allow the cap-
tors the valoe of the vessels and §£16,000 for salvege
due thereon, making a total of §1,002,120,

On May 1, 1873, in accordance with the
report of the arbiters, the Sapreme Court of
the District of Columbia issued a decree
afirming the validity of the eclaim in

| question, but as there was not money

|

| enongh

in the Treasury to the credit
of the appropriation to settle the claim,
it became necessary to apply to Congreas for
the passage of a bill providing for the pay-
ment of the balance due. Of the total
amount awarded there had been paid on the
first installment $603,520; on the second
installment, $362,600, and for legal and
court expenses—none of which the claimants
should have been forced to ineur—$142411,
making a tolal of $1,108531, leaving the
balance due the claimants §172.189.

Bills making appropriations to meet this
balance were introduced in the 45th, 46th
and last Congress. In the 45th Congress
the bill was referred to a special committee,

California, and W. W. Eaton, of Connectieut,
buf, although this committee reported favor-
ably, no action was taken. During the
same session the Homse committes also
reported favorably, but the House, like the
Senate, failed to take action. In the 47th
Congress, we believe, no report whatever

| was made from the commiitees.

We take it for granted that a new bill will

. trust it will be passed. There is no question

whatever as to the validity of the claim. The
value of the property captured by our naval
forces at New Orleans has been accurately
ascertpined ; the amount dune those who
participated in that capture has been legally
certified and delermined by decree of the

been sufficient money in the Treasury at
the time that decree was issned, the Secre-
tary of the Treasury would undoubtedly have
been compelled to settle the claim in full
It was only becaunse the appropriation had
been exhausted, and not because of any
question as to the validity of the claim, that
it became necessary to take an appeal to
Congress. - The guestion is, therefore, sim-
ply whether Congress will repudiate this
claim and thereby bring disgrace and dis-
honor upon the Nation, as well as subject
the claimants to the endless suffering and
privation which its failure to pay them the
money which is their due will entail upon
them, or whether it will respect the decree
of the courts and the promiscs of the Gov-
ernment to those who, without the bounty
inducements which were held out to the
soldier, engaged in the naval serviece of the
Government, and appropriate at its next
gession the money which is reguired to
satisfy this claim in full? In other words,
it is a question of repudiation or the pay-
ment of ac honest debt, and it will not be
through any fault of THR TRIBUNE if the
Benators and Representatives of the 48th
Congress fail to recognize the importance of
this issue. If the Government cannot afford

h!gnantheobli@ﬁm?hich rests upon it l

to pemsion such of our ex-soldiers as are
snffering from disabilities incurred in the

war for its preservation, it certainly eannot

L

afford to refuse payfuent of the claims of
the Farragnt veterans'-when their validity
has been passed upon and definitely allirmed
in the conrts.

A Sound ‘l)noi.-ginn.

The letter from tlm'rllon. Secretary of the
Interior to the Commissioner of Pensions,
in regard to the construction that should be
placed upon section 4707 Revised Statutes,
providing for pensions to dependent moth-
ers, which we publish in another column
this week, will be read with interest, we
are sure, by every one of our readers, for its
effect will be to very greatly liberalize the
practice of the Pension Office, and bring
about the allowance of claims which, under
the rules heretofore in vogue in the Pension
Office, would necessarily have been rejected.

No abler, juster, or more patriotic decision
has ever been rendered in connection with
the interpretation of pension laws than is
rendered in this clear, logical and public-
spirited letter from the Secretary of the In-
terior. He hases his conclusions not simply
on the technical langnage of the law, but
upen its obvious intent and purpose, and he
very truly says that “the statute was en-
acted to give the dependent relatives some
compensation for the damage they have sus-
tained by the loss of the persons on whom
they did, in fact, depend, or might depend
under the law, for their support, and must
have a liberal construction, so as to include

all persons that, from all the eircumstonces
Ll

and words of the statute, the legislative mind
must have included at the time of its pas-
sage.” Hitherto the disposition has been to
exelude from the benefits of this statute all
mothers who were not actually dependent
for support upon the son's labor at the fime
of his death, notwithstanding the fact that
the mother might, at any time thereafter,
beecome dependent, and that, had the life of
her son not been sacrificed in the service of
the Government, she conld have looked to
him for support whenever the occasion for
it aroge. The mistake that bas been made,
therefore, in interpreting the law has been
in supposing that Congress, when it passed
it, did not contemplate this possibility. To
argue that it did mot contemplate such a
possibility is evidently absurd, since the
mother was entitled to the aid of her son,
not simply duriag the period of his service
in the army until his death, bat for the
whole period thereafter, and until her own
death, and in recognizing her claim to pen-
sion, it was the future, as well as the imme-
diate, dependence of the mother that it un-
dertook to provide for. This is clear, as
Secretary Teller declares, alike from the cir-
cumstances of the enactment of the statute
and the langnage employed therein; yet, it
is a fact that through the narrow interpreta-
tion of the Iaw, which has hitherto obtained,
the needy mothers of many a brave and
gallant soldier have been compelled fo bat-
tle single-handed with poverty and disease.
Loyal and patriotic people everywhere will
be glad to know that the uncertainties
which so long have hung about the opera-
tion of the statute providing for the pen-
sioning of dependent mothers have finally
all been brushed away by this just and
clear-gsighted decision of the Secretary of
the Interior, and it will be taken as asign
that hereafter the pension laws as a whole
will be executed in the spirit in which they
were conceived.

Instructions to a Club Raiser,

We are in receipt of the following letter:

To the Editor NaTioNAL TRIBUNE :

There are a number of ex-soldiers residing in
this neighborhood, and a promising Post of the
Grand Army bas recently been established here,
but I find that comparatively few of these veterans
are subscribers to Tae NaTroxan Trisuse, Iam
sure, however, that they would all take it were
they as well acquainted with its merits as Iam, and
if you will sexwd me some sample copies and in-
atruct me how to proceed, I will gladly undertake
to raise a club for you. VETERAN.

Nothing eosuld be easier than to furnisk
our correspondent the instructions which he
desires,

In the first place, he should prepare a list
containing the name and address of every
ex-soldier of his acgnaintince, so that he
may be able to make a thorough and system-
atic ecanvass. Then he should take his bun-
dle of sample copies and persopally hand
one to each comrade on the list, pointing out
at the same time its special features, and
asking him to read it carefully, and say
frankly what be thinks of it. If our corre-
spondent is a member of a Post, he may find
it more convenient fo take his sample copies
with him to the Post room and distribute
them among his comrades there, and in every
number he will find some article that if read
aloud wonld entertain and interest the whole
Post. But whatever method he may take
to bring THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE to the
attention of his old companions in arms, he
will find that while some will be glad to
subscribe on the spot, others will put him off
with one excuse or another, and it will de-
pend npon his persistence whether he finally
secures their subscriptions or not. It is the
experience of most of our club-raisers that,
while everybody is delighted with the char-
acter and objects of THE TRIBUNE at first
sight, a personal reminder is often necessary
to actually secure the subseription, and our
eorrespondent, therefore, will do well to call
on every veteran on his list; after the latter
has had the opportunity to give‘the paper a
thorongh reading, and, if he has not already
made up his mind to subsecribe, give him an-
other copy. The contents of THE TRIBUNE
varies so from week to week,—and especially
that part of it which is devoted to the publi-
cation of military reminiseences from the
rank and file,—that no matter to what com-
mand a scldier belonzed, he can hardly fail to
find something of personal interest to himself,
It will not be necessary for our correspond-
ent to dwell upon the fact that THg TrRIB-
UNE is the largest and cheapest journal of its
class in the country, for that will be readily
seen on the most casual inspection, but he
cannot too strongly impress upon the eom-

. War Relief Corps, Canton, Ohio......covenia

ing unity of effort among ex-soldicrs and a
larger eonsideration on the part of Congress

| and the public for their rights.

As to the manner in which a club should
be formed, and the mode of transmitting
subseriptions, we may say to our correspond-
ent that he may forward the names and
money as [ast as he obtains them, and they
wiil be duly credited to the ¢lub which he is
engaged in raising, while, as faras compensa-
tion for his time and trouble is eoncerned,

he will find abundant room for choicein the |

tempting list of premiums which we printed
in our last issne, and of which we will send
a copy to amy address
charge,

desired, without
In this way, for a elub of ten sub-
seribers, he can, among other things, secure
a fine Waterbury watch, in a satin-lined case,
warranted fo keep good time, and pronounc-
ed by those of our readers who have tested

its merits the equal of the best chronometer |

made.

An Important Question Answered,
An ex-soldier, who is mot a member of

the Grand Army, and who is in doubt as to |

|
i
i

whether he ought to join it or not, writes
us, inquiring what benefit it will be to him
to become a member of the Order, and, in-
asmuch as there are doubtless many others
who have that guestion on their lips, we
will endeavor to answer it herve plainly
frankly, and once and for all

What will the Grand army do for those

i of our ex-soldiers who bave not as yet

sought membership in it? We snswer—

1. It will bind together the boys who
wore the blue in fraternal union, and eon-
tribute to their happiness and social enjoy-
ment. 2. It will render substantial aid to
poor, dependent, crippled, and dizeazed com-
rades and their families, and ecare for desti-
tute widows and orphans. 3. It will take
from a pauper’s home every man who wore
the blue. 4. It will aid in procuring em-
ployment for those who have strength to earn
their own livelihood, and of its own ample
means succor the helpless. 5. It will insurea

decent burial and an honored grave to every |

comrade whe falls by the way. 6. It will
stand by the soldier withont regard fo re-
ligion, nationality or party, and promote,
by the exemplification of its three cardinal
prineiples, Fraternity, Charity, and Loyalty,
the interests of the soldier and the country.

The Grand Army is not a mere name, but
a living, vital force, reaching to the farthest
limits of the land, and permeating every
community. Not to be a member of it, so far
as asoldier is concerned, is not to know what
home is. There ought to be a Post of the
Grand Army in every city, town,and village of
the country where there are emough ex-sol-
dierstosustainone,and THE TRIBUNE will be
happy to furnish blank application for char-
ter to any honorably-discharged ex-soldier
who is so unfortunate as to reside in a place
to which the friendly arms of the Grand
Army have not yet been outstretched. The
following, which we take from the admira-
ble cirenlar of instructions, issned by As-
sistant Adjutant-General Bennett, of the
Department of Illinois, are the chief points
to be borne in mind in organizing new
Posts of the Grand Army:

If you desire to organize a Grand Army Post,
canvass the situation, and determine whether you
have a suflicient number of active, intelligent vet-
eran soldiers in your neighborhood to mmake it &
success. If not, there is liktle ose in orgunizing,
for a lack of interest or ability to collect sufficient
dues for running expenses would speedily cause a
failure.

Be careful to select persons to take the initiatory
steps who are unobjectionable so far as social and
political matters are concerned. The political
party to which they may belong makes little dif-
ference, but it must not look as thongh the move
was made for political purposes, if the Post is to
succeed, This petition should be signed by at least
ten ex-soldiers or satlors eligible to membership in
the Gmnd Army. The test of eligibility is an hon-
orable discharge from the service of the Upited
States between April 12, 1861, and April 9, 1865,
Soldiers belonging to State regiments, in active
service under the orders of United Slates general
officers; are also eligibie,

When preparing the petition, it would be well to

|

| one of my old eomrades.

colleet from eachi signer such sum asmay be thonglht |

sufficient to meet the expenses of orgnnization and
procure a place for meeting. One dollar is the
smallest sum which may be received.

When the petition is prepared, sead it with charter
fee (210) and such additional amount (varying, ac-
cording to the various Department requiremeunts,
from §5 to §10) for supplies, as may be stated on the

| of the horrors of Andersonville will never be | it before. It lives as long as he lives.”

application for charter, to Tur NaTiosar Triruxs, |

which will see that the proper authorities receive

t, and that the necessary arrangements for muster |

are made. This will be the tolal expense of orgrui-
zation, except the local expenses, which ean best
be judged of on the spot. The practice has been to
pay the loeal expenses of the mustering officer.

all applicants are notified, At least ten should be
present for muster-in,

Blunks will be forwarded for name and record of
applicants, which may be filled out before the night
of muster, to save time on that oeecasion.

Upon the night of muster it will be necessary to
elect officers. The officers of a Post are: Com-
mander, Senior and Junior Viece Commanders,
Chaplain, Surgeon, Officer of the Day, Officer of the
Guard, Quartermaster, Adjutant, Sergeant-Major,
QQuartermaster-Sergeant. The Adjutant Is ap-
pointed by the Commander, and the Sergeant-
Major and Quartermaster-Sergeant are also ap-
pointed by the Commander upon the recommenda-
tion of the Adjutant and Quartermaster respect-
ively.

The duties of these officers are as follows: Ths
Commander presides at the Post meetings, and in
his absence the S. V. C. and J. V. C. take hLis place
in the order of their rank; the Chaplain's duties

are indicated by his title; the Adjutant keeps the | men of understanding, and if they bat kunow |

records of the Post, and makes a quarterly report
to Department Headguarters throogh the Com-
mander; the Quartermaster keeps the funds of
the Post, and also makes s guarterly report to
Department Headguarters through the Com-
mander, forwarding therewith the per capiia tax
due from Posts to Department Headqguarters.

DuniNG the past week we have received
the following additionai subseriptions to the

“Steedman fund:”?

W. G. Ogden, Washington, Kan........cou.
W. H. Webb, Elk Falls, Kan....cccmmrnne
“ Friend,” Port Severn, Ontario, Cunada

05
20
100
300
100
49

L, M. Kimball, Kentville, Nova Scotla

C. L. Dewey, Hawk Eye, ToWh.....coniincsom

Member, Co. I, 26th Connecticut, Great Bar-
rington, Miss

Total R
Previonsly acknowledged....

Total to date..

200

758
875

#7 w

ComMraApE HENRY GUCKERT, Maristts,
Ohio, writes us that Buell Post, No. 178, of
that place, has appointed a committee, eon-
sisting of himself and Comrades A. 8. Hall
and H. J. Miller, to solicit subscriptions to
Teg NATIONAL TRIBUNE, and that they

rades the value of such a medium in secur- | hope to procne st least 75 out of the 130

l

.

;

¢ | uard,
Select some person to correspond in regard to | pear to & better advantage when I tell you that
time of muster, and when the time is sel, see that |

sy ¢ i 1 = he i - - N
| tobaeco for 4 button) with tha prisoners; then | officers according to the date of the comumission,

B.gimq.

——

members of the Post as subscribers. This
is an excellent example for other Posts to
follow. It is the aniversal experience that
where THE TRIBUNE has the most subserib- |
ers the interest in Grand Army matters is |
most active and the Post most prosperons.

— ey — e e

As will be seen by reference to his sixth |
monograph, published on our first page, this
week, General Howard has now reached s

! point in his narrative where we may expect

to be favored with his personal reeollections
of the battles in which he participated, and
where also his statements are likely to ex- |
cite animated disenssion. In this number
the General brings his experiences down to |
Ball
and in our pext issue will appear his account
of the battle itself,

events immediately preceding Rumn,

It will be conceded by

Howard's articles are among the most enter-

g
taining, stirring and thonghtful that have
appeared since the war.

1

g
S0 GREAT has become the volume of our
correspondence that it is no longer possible !
for us to notify our contributors of the precise
date at which their communications will

| appear, but all manuseripts that cannot he

used at once will be carefully edited and
preserved for publication as opportunity may
offer. We refer, of course, only to such pa~ |
pers, records, reminiscences, &c., of the war |
as possess positive value. Our readers can- |
not expeet na to file away, or refumn at
our own expense, letters of passing interest
only, and containing simply expressions of

private opinions touching current topies. l

A MORE attractive list from which to
select Christmas presents could searcely be
prepared than the premium list which ap-
peared in our issne of November 15th, and
we trust our readers, old and young, will at |
once set about raising new clubs of subserib- |
ers, and thus become entitled to some one of :

| these premiums.

ReAD the interview with Commissioner |
Dadley, published in another colomn, ini
regard to the publication of the pension list. |
The frauds which it was claimed would be
brought to light by it exist only in the dis- |
eased imagination of the soldier’s enemies

=

As THIS I8 November — the meonth crf;
pumpkin-pies and big TRIBUNE clabs—we |
shall look to every reader to devote at least |
one day of the month to recruwiting THE |
TRIBUNES ranks. The one hundred thou-

i it
One of Heward's Peeuliariiles.

he Editor NaTiox LIRUNE:

To the Ed NATIONAL TRIRUSE

!
|
sand subszeribers should now be forthcoming. |
1
|
|

You could not induce me to go without THE !
TrirvNE—at eny rate not until General How-
ard gets through with his personal reminis-

|
cences of the war.

I am well pleased with the |
way he commences, and I have no doubt it will
be just as interesting to the end. 1 had no |
personsl scquaintance with General Howard, |
though he once commanded the corps to which :
I belonged. I remember him as the one-armed |
general, and have often seen him on the field. (
Another peculiarity of his—so different from |
most geaerals—was his treatment of his per-
sonal gunand. Woe be to the soldier who used
profane language, or drank whisky! If he |
found it out, he was retarned to his regiment |
in double-quick.

The paper is exceedingly interesting, espe- |
cially te old soldiers, and I cannot cﬁnceivej'
how any of them can do without it I-:wr'_v:
old soldier in the United States onght take |
it. Yours, G. 0. Poxp,

Late Serg't, 7Jd Reg. Ik Vols,

Caxp Porst, ILL.

| Can the Government Refuse to Pension Our Ex.

Prisoners |
To the Edftor NaTioNAL Terauye:

I consider THE TriBUNE worth five times |
its subscription price to any soldier. I wasa
member of company I, 2d Indiana veteran |
volauteers, and sinee discharge nave never met |
I take great intevest
in the reading of sketches of prisom life, as [
wis there myself and know—notwithstanding |
what Beck and others may say—ithat one-half

told until the last great day, when all things |
shall be made plain. In the meantime, how-

ever, I think it perfectly right that those who

wera o fortunate a3 to escape even with con- |
stitutions wreeked by this hell of hells should |
keep the matter before the publie, that all gea- |
erations to coms may know the terrible suffer- |
ing the soldiers of the North endured for the |
asake of home and country. Sam. Boggs, of
Kansas, comes to the front in the issue of Oe-
tober 15, and tells some solid ficts. Yes, I
knew several men shot down for speaking toa
The true hellishness of this will ap-

the prison suthorities would allow the guards |
for days at & time ta talk, burfer and trade
(this barter and trede always was s ehew of

the guards would reccive orders to shoot the
first Yankee who spoke to them; and the an-
fortanate prisoners nevar knew anything about
gaid order uniil some poor fellow was shot
down.

I did not intend, when commencing this
article, to write a lengthy article on prison
life; [ merely wish to introduce rayself to the
readers of THE NaTIONAL TRIBUNE, many of
whom, no doubt, will know me well, and in
the nesr future, with the permission of the
editor, I will tell some things ahbout Anderson-
ville and Florence Prisona. I am of the opinion
that all we have to do in orider fo secure smple
pensions from the Government (hat we suffered
so terribly and patiently to save is to let the
public kuow the terrible truth more fully.

The men who represen: us in Congress are

the haif of the terribls truth they must know |
that no man who experienced prison life for |
any iength of time eounld possibly come oub |
with a sound constitution. The filth of the
prisoe bred disease; vermin that they had_no !
power to extirpate were continnally sucking
ottr very life itself away; there was no shelter
from the sun by day or the irost by night, and
last, but not least, starvation stured us com-
stautly in the face. "Ves, thousauds upon theu-
gands of brave men starved to death in a land
of plenty, and their bones were left in the sand-
hilis of Georgia. Those who survived are,
many of them, wrecks in life. Was there ever
a government knowu that would refuse to aid
such men; will our Government do so? Cer-
tainly not. A. C. RANARD,

WiuzarTrLasp, Cass Co, DAKOTA,

B

At the meeting of the ex soldiers and sailors,
at Columbns, Ohio, on the 9th inst., a commit-
toe on arrangements was organized for the pur-
pose of earrying out the deteymination of the
associatien to have & suitablemonument erected
over the graves of the Franklin county soldiers
in Greenlawn cemetlery.

Tnelosed find $8 for six new subseribers.—
Thos. W. Mcers, Jobn L., Bashore Post, Neo. 122,
Centerville, lowa,

Inelosed please find §6 for slx new subseribers to
Tre TrisUNE, making eight in all that I have sent
you.—Peter Riley, Fort Scott, Kaa.

losed please find §15 for fifteen new sulserib-
m’rn &mn"nm —Ralph Righy, Co.

socused of illegal

| were pubiished in this way :
{ Toll and sent it to the printer, giving the names
| of those on the st Janoary 1, i858 OF course,

i office cannot be jound.

| are all dead.

} died, and it was never fxed.
| cazes his hoanty and pension is rated aceording

SMALL TALK

About Men and Things.

A clamor has been made about pension fmnds
by the diseovery of » lew alleged cases of din-
honest practice among attorneys. To judge
from the tons of some of the Washington dis-

| patches to the press of the country, it would

appear that all applicants for pensions sre per-
jurers, or simpletons, who are befog gulled
by their »**orneys, and that all the legal repre-
sentatives of claimmants are enenged in o whole.
mpt to defrsnvd the Governmuent snd
clints. On Daad, & Bio-

U's reflection wonld convinee any resson-

erson that if all the alleged cases of froud

have come to the noties of the Penviom
Ofice dre true, it shows that pensioners and
{ar mare hooead
railvoad managers, or merchanta

sale att

their she other

their at

OTnOYE ATe, as & class,
than bankers,

| A less proportion of the one elus liave boen
| questioned as to their honesty than the other.
| Ui the 16,000 pension attorneys of the country

who have bern recoguized before the Pension
| all onr readers, we are sure. that General |

Office, o

o .
niy about a baZor's donen

bave bean
practices, This i & reened

which speaks cloquently for the integrity of

{ the eisimants and their representatives, and

until the pulpit of the country st lesst cam
show as good a record, there scems o be littls
ground for the recent howl

A representative of THE Nartovar Taizoxs
called upon Commissioner Dudiey, the othee
morning, aod talked to him apon & question
sbout which a great deal has been said, and, un
usual, it was found that when the fcts were
ascertained, the expectativus of the pesimists

did not pan ont

“I wish to inquire,” said the TRizsrxE rep-
resentative, “whether or not the publication
of the volumineas pension lists has led to the
disclosure of aay large smount of fraads, as wus
predicted would be the result of the issaing of
the doenmens.”

Commissioner Dudley responded : “ No; nexs
te naihing of the kind has trunspired. We have
received & number of ietters from commuuitios
where the list was published, giviag uames of
cerfarn persons on the roll who were dead. Wa
know it ourselves, however, and their names
We prepared the

among such a vast number of persons some are
dying every day, and as about ten months
clapseid between the duste of the making np of

i the rolls anid the pabliestion, guite a nambes

died In the meantime. [t does not follow he-
CAUuSe & pensioner's name appesrs on the roil
Bow, that his pexsion i3 being paid afier he s
dead and gone. [ anly shows that ab the date
of the preparation of the roll for the printer,
either the pensioner was alive or his desuiss
had not yet been reported to the oifice.”

“ Have you aciuslly detected any fraads
fromx the publieation of the names and ad-
dresses of the pensioners?"”

* Nothing of any consequence,” replied Gen.
Pudiey. “There have been compiaiots for-
warded to this oifiee in but three av four cises
oni of ali the hundreds of thossands on tha

| roll. and, of course, these may be shown to be

ali right upoo investigation,™
It would seem, thersfore, that the inkbam

{ must be about dry ma this cyusade against men

who only ssk a pittance in their old age t@

| compensate them in their declining years for

a thousund times risking a violent death to
save the Constitntion of their forefathers for
the benehit of the generations to come

A Government oificial remarked to-day. in
discussing the gquestion of claims which it is
said ar: filed without ihe prospeet of success:

! “Sach talk is mere noasense, and omes from

sources hostile to the payment of any cluim
Who knows whether a claim can be allowed op
not fill i6 hus been beurd? Aguin, many
claims for pension bave but little of the evi-
dence in support of the came required by the
Pension (Qfice when irst filed and in the end
are allowed. It is 8 long time ago that the dis-
abilities were incarred. Look over yuur own
acquainéances. How much difeulty weoald
you have in findiog people enouzh, who either
knew or remembered the faets sbout any law-
suit vou might want to bring in the couria?
You would find, if yon should astempt iz, thad
years or months of seareh and no telling what
expense would be mecessary, before yon would
be able to prodoee the evidence which oo firss
thoaght you might suppose would cost you ne
troable of all. Just so with & pension claim.
There may be next to no svidence ohtainable
for a long while ifter the claim is filed, bus in
time it may all come in. Yoa may discover
by aceident the address of just the man you
want, bat who has eluded wyour search for
vears. Bat anppese, in the end, you caanot find
these persons at all, whese afitdavits the Pen-
sion Oifics requires. r ecuse is disallowed,
and then, and not till then, bave you s righs
to go to the Congress of the United States fog
Justice by aspercial act, If a claimant commiis 8

| fraud by fling a eclasim at the Pension Office

withount the evidence to put it througzh, how is
he ever to get justice from Congress?® The fivsé
question asked by the Fension Commitise
in Cougress would be: Have you laid your cass
before the Pension Ofice? If nof, you will he
told to take it there. That is the place o settle

| pension claims, excspt in extraordinary cases,
{ where it can be shown that there i3 eguity in

the ecase, hut the evidence demanded by the
It is no presumption
of fraud against a pensioner that he has
delayed the application till his wilnesses
Many & man did not fie his
application years ago becanse he did not need
it. Now perhaps he does and his right is nos
impaired becanse he did not see fit to exervise

a%a
Word is received from Genernl Henderson, of
INinois, that he intends to press his bill im
Congress this winter to corréet an injastice
done many officers and their heirs by & techni-
eality in the present law. It often happened
that men were prometed while in the feld or

in the midst of & campaign, snd it was

| weeks or months before the fact was noted on

the muster-rolis. Perhaps he was Xilled or

In all thess

to the muster-rells. By this showing he mighs
have been commissioned and acting as capiain
for months and still appear as s lieatenant om

| the rolls. General Hendersom’s biil proposes

to'adjust the bounty and pension clims ol all

and not leave it to the haphazzsrd circumstance
of the carreciion of the muster. It is reported
that a number of influential members of the
House have promised General Henderon te
heip him pus this measure through during the
approaching session.

2%

The Hon. Wm. M. Springer, of Ilinois, hag
reached the capital., He says he is a candidats
for Speaker, and hopes to get the most votes on
the last ballot.

%

Secretary Tellar remarked to a ropresenis-
tive of Tae TRIBUNE recently, that he would
recommend the cutting down of the Indian
reservations this winter. He thinks an Indian
pught not to act the dog in the munger and
keep two or three square wiles of lsnd when he
does not use, on an aversge, ono acre of i, and
the Government offers to pay him all & is
worth, in order to throw it open to settiement,
A regiment of old soldiers could make good
homes for themselves by applying their time
which they served in the army to residence,
nnder the homestead law, upon the territony
now held sacred for two or three little bands of
lazy savages, whom the Governmeat has to feed
regnlarly any way, and for which men who
will work are taxed. Thersare some avidences
that the Boston theory of dealing with the
savages has about rug it length, 1t is nndep-
stood that Senator Logan, who visited the
Bioux on the Great Dukota reservation lask
summer, will have some pertinent remarks to
make when tlie mutter comes up in Congress
He says that the Government bhas cosxed and
pawpered Sitting Bull and Red Clond till these
gentlemen imagine the United States is im
deadly fear of them, and they aet aceordingly.
Old Sitting Bull wus found with 3 fine two-
story frame house, all nicely plastered and
papered within, built for him by the Gaovern~




